
SANDFORD PRIMARY SCHOOL 

WEEKLY NEWSLETTER 

Friday 28th February 2020 

 

DIARY DATES:-   

Monday 2nd March—New Aspens’ Spring & Summer menu (details emailed  23.1.2020). 

Monday 2nd March—Class 3 Swimming at Sidcot School 

Thursday 5th March—World Book Day (flyer out 24.2) : dress up as a book character! 

Thursday 5th March—Class 2  to Gemini Gymnastics at Nailsea.  Packed lunches only (either from home or from school)  

Thursday 5th March— British Cycling Skills After School Club (last session) 

Friday 6th March—10am—close of ballot for Parent Governor vacancy 

Friday 6th March—Deadline for return of NSC Music Lesson booking forms (Yr. 3 and above) 

Monday 9th March—Dance Their Socks Off! 12—Class 3 pupils—(letter to parents 21.1.2020)   Packed lunch required for 

home  or a school packed lunch can be ordered on the day, for their return to school.  NB: Swimming will not take place 

today for this reason. 

Monday 9th March —Friday 13th March—Sports Relief Week (details to follow) 

Thursday 12th March—Class 3 to Clip n Climb, Weston (packed lunch required from home, or a school packed lunch can 

be ordered a day in advance) 

Thursday 12th March—Class 2  to Gemini Gymnastics at Nailsea.  Packed lunches only (either from home or from school)  

Monday 16th March—Churchill Cluster Primary Schools Concert—(letter to parents of selected pupils 21.1.2020)  

Thursday 19th March—Class 2  to Gemini Gymnastics at Nailsea.  Packed lunches only (either from home or from school)  

Tuesday 24th March—9.10am—Violin Recital Assembly (letters to parents of relevant pupils to follow) 

Thursday 26th March—9.10am—Violin Recital Assembly (letters to parents of relevant pupils to follow) 

Thursday 26th March—Class 3 to Clip n Climb, Weston (packed lunch required from home, or a school packed lunch can 

be ordered a day in advance) 

Thursday 26th March—Class 2  to Gemini Gymnastics at Nailsea.  Packed lunches only (either from home or from school)  

Friday 27th March—10.30am and 3.15pm—Year 6 Cake Sale (details to follow) 

Wednesday 1st April—Class Two to Forest School (details to follow) 

Wednesday 1st April—5.30pm—Full Governing Body meeting at Sandford Primary School 

Thursday 2nd April—Class 1 to Forest School (details to follow) 

Thursday 2nd April—Class 2  to Gemini Gymnastics at Nailsea.  Packed lunches only (either from home or from school)  

Friday 3rd April—End of Term 4 

Monday 20th April—Start of Term 5 

Friday 24th April—Classes 2, 3, 4 & 5 to The Big Bang at Weston 2020 (details to follow)  

Monday 27th April—Class photographs with Tulip Photography  

Friday 1st May—10.30am and 3.15pm—Year 6 Cake Sale (details to follow) 

Tuesday 12th May—Class 1 to Forest School (details to follow) 

Friday 22nd May—Churchill Cluster Sports Day at Churchill Primary School (details to follow) 

 

PLEASE REFER TO THE SCHOOL WEBSITE FOR EVENT INFORMATION,  UPDATES ETC...                                                    

http://www.sandfordprimary.org 



HEADTEACHER’S UPDATE 
 

Dear Parents/Carers, 

Due to my editorial being missing at the end of last half term, you are ‘blessed’ with a double whammy: an update 

from the end of last half term and the first week of this one.  If you are suffering from insomnia, this should be just 

the ticket! 

Just before I come onto what’s been happening, I would like to mention the rather impressive collage pictures in 

the lobby of Winscombe.  At first, I was not sure who the dashing chap was being depicted, then I noticed the    

disheveled beard, thick glasses and widow’s peak of a hairline.  Good work Art Club, you captured me perfectly! 

Looking at developing their oracy skills, Class 3 at Sandford rounded off last term by delivering a series of            

addresses to their classmates on mythical creatures.  In the weeks leading up to this, they had been finding out 

about Scottish legendary animals such as kelpies, wulvers and, of course, good old Nessie.  This then led to them 

turning what they had learnt into a descriptive piece of writing.  So far, so good.  Where things became interesting 

was when they used this information as inspiration for creating their own monsters, constructing models of them 

and then delivering a talk about them to the rest of the class.  It is one thing to answer the question of the teacher 

in front of their classmates, it is quite another to stand up in front of your peers and present to them on a specific 

subject.  Mr Hall’s word when asked to describe how they coped was, ‘superb’.  They did an amazing job and, it will 

not surprise you, spoke with great confidence and volume!  Next steps include developing expression and           

intonation in their voices; these sound like perfectly reasonable things to work on if you are in Year 3 or 4. 

For Class 2 in Sandford, I was going to update you on their Geography work, focusing on their Antarctic topic.  

However, that was before I had the treat of taking them to Gemini Gym yesterday afternoon.   To say that they 

were excited and enjoyed themselves would severely underplay the experience (even getting on the bus was like 

you had given them gold).  After the initial warm up on the springiest floor in the world, they divided up into four 

groups and rotated around such activities as asymmetric bars and trampolines (which I may have had a sneaky go 

on – just to show them how to do it, you understand).  Of all the apparatus they used, seeing them propel       

themselves into the foam pit and then try to extricate themselves from it was the absolute business.  Think Bambi 

on ice and you have a pretty clear idea of how things shape up.  I am really looking forward to seeing how far they 

can progress over the next six weeks. 

In preparation for their presentation to their parents on the last Wednesday of term, I was fortunate enough to 

sample Winscombe Year 1’s dress rehearsal of Handa’s Hen by Eileen Browne.  This is a ‘quest story’ where Handa 

and her friend are off in search of her grandmother’s black hen, Mondi.  Standing to attention, the children were 

able to recite large sections of the text, bringing it to life with their actions and expressive voices.  They have used 

this picture book as inspiration for their own stories, with their heroes coming across such animals as parrots and 

Kookaburras.  (In my day, it was considered creative if one came up with words like donkey or puppy!)  The books 

they created were fantastic on so many levels: their language choices were imaginative, they wrote in full           

sentences, presented their writing and illustrations beautifully and that is not to mention ensuring they included 

verbs, adjectives and prepositions.  They finished off with the traditional Swahili greeting song, Jambo.  Lovely.  You 

could see how proud they were of themselves, and rightly so.   

 

Continued/…………………... 

 

 



 

Continued/……… 

Year 2 at Winscombe have also been getting in on the whole performance vibe by learning the poem What is Pink 

by Christina Rossetti.  It compares various colours to the objects they remind the poet of, for example, ‘What is 

violet?  Clouds are violet in the summer twilight.’  Just to make things a little more interesting, not only are they 

reciting the poem verbally, they are also using Makaton to sign it as well.  In a rather cunning ploy, Miss Humphrey 

has used this poem as the vision for their own pieces, linking it with their healthy eating topic.  Although they are 

still very much in the draft stage, as Miss Humphrey was at pains to point out to me, here are a couple for you to 

see what they have been up to.  Once they are finished, they will be placed into a class anthology and parents will 

be invited to a recital. 

 ‘What is white? Porridge is white 

 Lovely to eat in the middle of the night.’ 

 What is blue?  A blueberry is blue. 

 Nice and good to chew.’ 

 ‘What is red.  A strawberry is red. 

 Nice and healthy my mum said’ by Miss Humphrey [Not sure this one passes muster ;-)] 

 

Congratulations to Orion Crew who had the highest number of Conduct Marks and to Andromeda who had the 

most Work Marks.  Well done to the following pupils who have received their Bronze badges: Emilia H-A, George 

C, Harvey P, Neave B and Alex T, and to the following who have achieved their Silver badges: Keona H and      

Kameron S. 

Many of you will have noticed the preliminary work which is taking place on our field at Sandford.  Thanks to the 

amazing efforts of the PTA and your incredibly generous support, a new trim trail and artificial grass is being laid to 

allow the children new and exciting resources for them to play on at break times.  This is going to make all the 

difference and we cannot tell you how excited we are by this.  Thank you to everyone who has made this possible. 

Have a lovely weekend.  Play safely and take care.  What are the chances of the wind dropping and the rain 

abating?  Yeah, those were my thoughts too. 

Mr Tucker 



ATTENDANCE 

 

 

 

 

 
Regular, punctual attendance is incredibly important to your child’s education. 

For World Book Day, we 

will be dressing up as a 

character from a book. It 

can be human or animal 

or robot or alien or     

wizard or superhero; whatever you want! If you don’t want to dress 

up, you can always come with the character’s face as a mask or 

attached to your t-shirt, or wear pyjamas if your favourite book is a 

‘bedtime story’! 

If you can, please bring in the book that your                                         

character is in for us to share. As well as World Book 

Day tokens, there will be a few other activities on the 

day to celebrate reading and books. We will also be 

introducing a new reading award for each year 

group! 







Football crazy ? 

Richard Bourton and Somerset Soccer Schools are running more Easter, 

Whitsun and Summer Holiday soccer courses at :- 

The Kings of Wessex School, Cheddar— and Churchill Sports Ground. 

They are open to boys and girls from Reception right up to Year 8 and                  

cost from only £11 per day. 

Players are grouped according to age and ability and all receive an       

engraved trophy upon course completion. 

 

 

For more information, please visit 

www.somersetsoccerschools.com.  





Ben Tucker—Executive Headteacher 


